MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT PARKERS FARM, DELENTY DRIVE

ON WEDNESDAY 13" MAY 2026 at 5.30PM

Councillors Present:
Clir Jacquie Sheridan (Chairman)

CliIr lan Atkin Clir David Ellis
Clir David Ball [from 6.00pm] Clir Mike Evans
Clir Julie Brereton Clir George Simcock

Absent Councillors:
Clir Barry Allman

Clir Balbir Dhillon
Clir Kuldeep Dhillon
Cllr Tim Price

Clir Nigel Reeves

024/26-27

APOLOGIES

025/26-27

026/26-27

Apologies were received and noted from Clirs Barry Allman, Balbir Dhillon, Kuldeep Dhillon
Tim Price and Nigel Reeves.

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY & OTHER INTERESTS

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any pecuniary or non-
pecuniary interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than
when the item is reached.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

027/26-27

There were no members of the public at tonight’s meeting.

PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Application No. 2026/00507/FUL Unit T45 Trident Way, Warrington, WA3 6AX.
Vehicle repair centre including roof mounted extraction equipment, additional
solar PV roof mounted panels, ancillary enclosure, layout amendments, new foul
drainage, new gate, and refuse storage.

Councillor Atkin stated that he had spoken with several residents regarding the application,
many of whom had raised concerns relating to the proposed development. He
acknowledged that some of the concerns expressed were not material planning
considerations and therefore could not form part of any formal objection. However, he
outlined the following reasons why he believed the Council should object to the application:

e Use Class — Under the original application, the proposed use classes were B8 and
E(g), relating to warehousing and industrial uses. Vehicle repair centres do not fall
within these categories and, as such, a change of use application would be required.

o Proposed 24-hour operations — The application proposes 24-hour operations, which
Councillor Atkin considered inappropriate given the site’s close proximity to residential
properties. He noted that he had reviewed other sites operated by the applicant and
none appeared to operate on a 24-hour basis. He further stated that, should WBC be
minded to approve the application, BTC should request that any approval be subject to
conditions restricting operating hours to standard working hours.

¢ Aerial emissions — The application proposes the installation of spray-painting booths.
Whilst a flue system is proposed to filter chemicals and odours, Councillor Atkin



028/26-27

expressed concern that, due to the solvent-based nature of the paint, the filtration
system would not fully prevent odours from being emitted. He also noted that the
application refers to wind direction assisting with dispersal of emissions; however, wind
direction is variable and cannot be relied upon for this purpose.

¢ Height of the eaves — Councillor Atkin noted that, during the original planning
application process, the applicant had been advised to reduce the height of the
proposed development by three metres as it was considered excessively tall. However,
the current application now proposes the installation of three five-metre-high flues,
which he believed would have a detrimental impact on the visual appearance of the
site.

Councillor Ellis added that it is assumed that the conditions in the original application still
apply and will therefore need to make sure that these conditions are being met.

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed by those present to formally object to this planning
application on the above grounds.

ACTION: Councillor Atkin to write the objection and send to Officers to upload onto the WBC
planning portal.

(b) Application No. 2026/00566/FUL Car Park, Birchwood Shopping Centre Dewhurst
Road, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7PG.
Proposed coffee drive-thru unit, vehicle & cycle parking and associated
development.

Councillor Atkin noted that BTC had objected to an earlier application for the same proposal,
which was subsequently withdrawn. He stated that many of the concerns raised in relation to
the original application had since been addressed. However, he felt that the impact of litter
within the area had not been given sufficient consideration and should therefore form part of
BTC'’s response to the current application.

Councillor Ellis suggested that, should WBC be minded to approve the application, BTC
request a Section 106 contribution which could potentially fund additional enforcement
measures for a six-month period to help address littering issues.

Councillor Sheridan reminded Members that, since the original application, several new
developments had been approved within Birchwood Shopping Centre, including a swimming
pool and the subdivision of a larger retail unit into four smaller units. In addition, signage has
recently appeared at a former clothing store indicating that it is to become a coffee shop,
which already has an established local following and is likely to attract regular visitors.

Councillor Sheridan further stated that, whilst ANPR technology had been used to assess
parking trends during 2024/25 and indicated that sufficient parking capacity remained, even
after accounting for the removal of the 28 parking spaces referenced within the application,
the data did not fully reflect the likely impact of the proposed future development of the
centre.

RESOLVED: It was unanimous resolved by those present for BTC to formally object to the
application on the grounds listed above.

ACTION: Officers to draft objection and send to Members for approval before submitting on
the planning portal.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

Members noted the date of the Annual Town Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday 26th
May 2026 at 6.30pm.

There being no further business, the Chair concluded the meeting at 6.15pm.

.......................................... Chairman Dated: .ccvvieniieiiiiiieeeeeeeae



