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Birchwood Town Council
Chair’s Report 2025 -2026
Councillor Nigel Reeves

As I conclude my time as Chair of Birchwood Town Council, I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors and Town Council staff for their dedication, commitment, and ongoing support throughout what has been a challenging but productive year for both the Council and the wider community.
The Town Council continues to be funded through the precept, which is collected by Warrington Borough Council as part of residents’ Council Tax contributions on the Council’s behalf. The precept is calculated based on the number of Band D equivalent properties within Birchwood, and this figure can vary slightly from year to year. While the Town Council has successfully maintained a nil increase in the precept for the past two years, the continuing rise in service, employment, and operational costs has unfortunately made a small increase of 1.8% necessary this year. For a Band D property, this equates to an increase of £2.17 per year, or approximately 17p per month.
Throughout the year, the Town Council has continued to invest in maintaining and improving the local environment across the Parish. The Maintenance Team is responsible for the upkeep of 14 planters throughout Birchwood, helping to brighten the area for both residents and visitors. This year the Town Council funded the replacement of four older planters on Warrington Road, Risley, which had begun to deteriorate. These new planters are now installed and have been planted with seasonal flowers for residents to enjoy. 
As in previous years, the Town Council also funded the wildflower planting scheme in Gorse Covert, Locking Stumps, and Oakwood. Further planting is already being prepared, and we look forward to seeing these areas come into bloom during the summer months.
One of the highlights of my year as Chair was opening the Birchwood Carnival in June, which was believed to have been one of the busiest carnivals in recent years. Thanks to the generosity of donors and sponsors, the event once again provided a wide range of free activities for local families to enjoy.
The Carnival Committee, made up of members of the Town Council, Warrington Borough Council, and other local organisations, works throughout the year to organise this important community event. However, like many organisations, the carnival continues to face increasing financial pressures and relies heavily on the generosity of local businesses and organisations to remain viable. Without continued sponsorship and support, the future of the carnival could be at risk. Any local organisation that may be able to assist in future years is encouraged to contact the Town Council office.

Birchwood Town Council has been pleased to award grants to Birchwood Acts, who put on a fantastic sell-out performance of Cinderella in January, which brought together many members of the Birchwood community, and also to Warrington Open Door At Christmas (WODAC), who used the funding to provide various forms of support to people who are struggling over the Christmas period.
I was also honoured to represent the Town Council at the annual Remembrance Parade held at Birchwood Shopping Centre and hosted by Birchwood Lions. The service was exceptionally well attended, with residents, community groups, veterans, and local organisations coming together in a moving display of remembrance and respect. I would like to extend my thanks to everyone involved in organising such an important community event.
Over the past 12 months, the Town Council has continued to represent the views of local residents on a number of significant planning applications affecting Birchwood. While the final decisions have not always reflected the outcome we had hoped for, the Council remains committed to ensuring that the voices of the local community are heard and represented wherever possible.
In January, the Town Council was deeply saddened by the loss of our dedicated and long-serving Deputy Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Mrs Clare Caddock. Clare served the Council with professionalism and commitment for more than 21 years, during which time her diligence and hard work contributed to the many successful audits achieved by the Council. Throughout her years of service, Clare provided invaluable support to staff and residents alike and cared deeply about ensuring the Birchwood community received the very best value and service possible. Clare will be greatly missed by all at the Town Council, and I would once again like to extend my sincere condolences to her family, friends, and all who knew her.
I would like to give special mention to the Officers and Maintenance Team who, despite a number of changes and unforeseen difficulties behind the scenes, have continued to work tirelessly to ensure that the services and day-to-day operations of Birchwood Town Council have continued to run smoothly for the benefit of our residents.
Their commitment, adaptability, and teamwork during this period have been greatly appreciated and should not go unrecognised. On behalf of the Council, I would like to thank them all for their continued hard work and dedication to serving the community of Birchwood.
In closing, I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their support and hard work this past year, and I would also like to wish the next Chair of the Council every success in the role for the year ahead. I am confident they will continue to serve Birchwood with pride. 

Councillor Nigel Reeves
Chair 2025-2026
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