MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD AT PARKERS FARM,
DELENTY DRIVE ON WEDNESDAY 26" MAY 2026 at 5.30PM

Chair: Councillor Nigel Reeves

Officers
Ms Safia Kauser (Locum Clerk/RFO)

Mrs Hannah Thomas (Deputy Clerk/Deputy RFO)

Other Attendees
22 Members of the Public
PC Tom Shevlin and PCSO Tom Palfrey — Warrington East Police

CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS

The Chair of the Council, Councillor Reeves opened the meeting and welcomed those
present.

item1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies received for this meeting.

Item2 MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 2025 - To receive and approve the minutes of the Annual
Parish Meeting held on the 27" May 2025

It was noted that the draft minutes had previously been presented at the June 2025 Town
Council meeting and signed as a correct record (Minute Ref: 074/25-26 (a)&(b)).

RESOLVED: That the draft minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held at Parker’s Farm,
Delenty Drive on the 27" May 2025 be approved as a true record.

item3 CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT 2025/2026 — COUNCILLOR NIGEL REEVES (CHAIR)

Councillor Reeves presented his Annual Report for 2025/2026 municipal year.
The following report was read out at the meeting:

¢ As | conclude my time as Chair of Birchwood Town Council, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors and Town Council staff for their dedication,
commitment, and ongoing support throughout what has been a challenging but
productive year for both the Council and the wider community.

e The Town Council continues to be funded through the precept, which is collected by
Warrington Borough Council as part of residents’ Council Tax contributions on the
Council’s behalf. The precept is calculated based on the number of Band D equivalent
properties within Birchwood, and this figure can vary slightly from year to year. While
the Town Council has successfully maintained a nil increase in the precept for the past
two years, the continuing rise in service, employment, and operational costs has
unfortunately made a small increase of 1.8% necessary this year. For a Band D
property, this equates to an increase of £2.17 per year, or approximately 17p per
month.

e Throughout the year, the Town Council has continued to invest in maintaining and
improving the local environment across the Parish. The Maintenance Team is
responsible for the upkeep of 14 planters throughout Birchwood, helping to brighten
the area for both residents and visitors. This year the Town Council funded the
replacement of four older planters on Warrington Road, Risley, which had begun to



deteriorate. These new planters are now installed and have been planted with
seasonal flowers for residents to enjoy.

As in previous years, the Town Council also funded the wildflower planting scheme in
Gorse Covert, Locking Stumps, and Oakwood. Further planting is already being
prepared, and we look forward to seeing these areas come into bloom during the
summer months.

One of the highlights of my year as Chair was opening the Birchwood Carnival in
June, which was believed to have been one of the busiest carnivals in recent years.
Thanks to the generosity of donors and sponsors, the event once again provided a
wide range of free activities for local families to enjoy.

The Carnival Committee, made up of members of the Town Council, Warrington
Borough Council, and other local organisations, works throughout the year to organise
this important community event. However, like many organisations, the carnival
continues to face increasing financial pressures and relies heavily on the generosity of
local businesses and organisations to remain viable. Without continued sponsorship
and support, the future of the carnival could be at risk. Any local organisation that may
be able to assist in future years is encouraged to contact the Town Council office.

Birchwood Town Council has been pleased to award grants to Birchwood Acts, who
put on a fantastic sell-out performance of Cinderella in January, which brought
together many members of the Birchwood community, and also to Warrington Open
Door At Christmas (WODAC), who used the funding to provide various forms of
support to people who are struggling over the Christmas period.

| was also honoured to represent the Town Council at the annual Remembrance
Parade held at Birchwood Shopping Centre and hosted by Birchwood Lions. The
service was exceptionally well attended, with residents, community groups, veterans,
and local organisations coming together in a moving display of remembrance and
respect. | would like to extend my thanks to everyone involved in organising such an
important community event.

Over the past 12 months, the Town Council has continued to represent the views of
local residents on a number of significant planning applications affecting Birchwood.
While the final decisions have not always reflected the outcome we had hoped for, the
Council remains committed to ensuring that the voices of the local community are
heard and represented wherever possible.

In January, the Town Council was deeply saddened by the loss of our dedicated and
long-serving Deputy Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Mrs Clare Caddock.
Clare served the Council with professionalism and commitment for more than 21
years, during which time her diligence and hard work contributed to the many
successful audits achieved by the Council. Throughout her years of service, Clare
provided invaluable support to staff and residents alike and cared deeply about
ensuring the Birchwood community received the very best value and service possible.
Clare will be greatly missed by all at the Town Council, and | would once again like to
extend my sincere condolences to her family, friends, and all who knew her.

I would like to give special mention to the Officers and Maintenance Team who,
despite a number of changes and unforeseen difficulties behind the scenes, have
continued to work tirelessly to ensure that the services and day-to-day operations of
Birchwood Town Council have continued to run smoothly for the benefit of our
residents.

Their commitment, adaptability, and teamwork during this period have been greatly
appreciated and should not go unrecognised. On behalf of the Council, | would like to
thank them all for their continued hard work and dedication to serving the community
of Birchwood.
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Item 4

¢ In closing, | would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their support and hard work
this past year, and | would also like to wish the next Chair of the Council every
success in the role for the year ahead. | am confident they will continue to serve
Birchwood with pride.

A Minute’s silence was observed in remembrance of the former RFO, Mrs Clare
Caddock.

GUEST SPEAKER — BIRCHWOOD YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE & REPAIR CAFE

Dr. David Ellis, trustee of the Birchwood Youth and Community Centre, presented a report on
the success of the Community Centre including initiatives such as the Repair Café.

Overview of the Centre

e The Centre has improved significantly over the past eight years, moving from a loss-
making position to a more sustainable footing through cost reductions (approx. 45%)
and increased usage. Early support from Birchwood Town Council and local
businesses was instrumental.

e During Covid, reserves of £9,000 enabled the Centre to remain solvent despite
closure and loss of user groups. Post-pandemic, the Centre expanded its trustee
base, registered as a charity, and adopted a volunteer-led model to minimise costs.

e Successful grant funding (including Warrington Community Energy and local donors)
has supported building improvements, new equipment, and the delivery of low- or no-
cost activities for residents. Energy efficiency works have halved heating costs.

o The Centre now maintains healthy reserves, including a sinking fund for future
maintenance.

e There are currently 6 trustees, with a skills audit undertaken to identify gaps.

Financial Position (Apr 2025-Mar 2026):
¢ Income: £18,280 (hall hire £7,049; donations £6,770; activities £3,991)
¢ Expenditure: £18,507
o Core costs include utilities, insurance, maintenance, and statutory compliance.
o The Centre is 100% volunteer run, so there are no outgoings for staff costs.

Facilities & Improvements:
o Upgraded furniture, new storage shed, improved outdoor safety (fencing/canopy), and
plans for further upgrades (kitchen modernisation and potential air conditioning).
e Reducing energy costs by implementing

Activities & Community Impact:
¢ Wide range of successful activities including Birchwood Chats (older residents), Little
Lunch Club (families), art/craft sessions, exercise classes, repair café, sewing/knitting
groups, men’s group, and Youth Zone outreach.
e Strong partnerships (e.g. Warrington Voluntary Action) have supported programme
expansion.
e Loss of Slimming World was noted but offset by growth in other activities.

Repair Café:
e This initiative remains a major success (5,000+ items repaired, 70% success rate, 28
volunteers) and has inspired similar initiatives across Warrington.
e Great retention of volunteers and all love being apart of the initiative.

Acknowledgements:
e Dr Ellis gave thanks to trustees, volunteers, partners, and Birchwood Town Council for
their ongoing support.
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Item 5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - COMMUNITY ISSUES - To receive and consider any questions
from members of the public who may raise issues, concerns or submit ideas for consideration
by the Council to pursue as part of its activities for the future.

a) Police Report

PCSO Palfrey sent the following Police Report prior to the meeting, which was tabled at
the meeting for residents:

‘Anti-social behaviour — 4

1x Hazelborough Close — Bike related
1x Admirals Road — Youth related

1x Heather Close — Neighbour related
1x Delenty Drive — Youth related

Burglary Dewlling
N/A

Burglary Others
N/A

Vehicle Crime/Offences — 4

1x Dewhurst Road — Vehicle broken into

1x Noble Close — Vehicle broken into

1x Whinchat Drive — Vehicle broken into

1x Whitethroat Walk — Theft from motor vehicle

Criminal Damage — 1
Motorway Bridge — Something thrown off and hit car

Both Officers commented on the success of the ongoing Youth Club at the Community
Centre. They said that the youths who attend aren’t necessarily those who are ones that
are known to the Police, and that there was better success getting those youths to attend
during their summer breakout club which was held in Oakwood.

PC Shevin shared figures from Operation Helmsman:

e Crime in Oakwood down 16% (88 less recorded crimes)
¢ 9/12 months saw a decrease in crime rates. For one month crime rose, for two months,
crime stayed the same as the previous year.
e There was a 39% reduction in ASB (22 less recorded instances)
¢ Reduction in ASB by 50% in months May and August

PC Shevlin commented that residents appear to be more encouraged to report crime as
they see the Officers active in the community.

b) Public Participation/Community Issues

A group of residents attended the meeting to address concerns relating to Planning
Application 2026/00574/FUL — Birchwood Golf Club, Kelvin Close for the proposed
erection of one self-build bungalow, detached garage and associated works.

The residents stated that the proposed footprint of the build is large compared the
amount of land available, which will result in a loss of open space, and potentially sets a
precedent for future builds in that area, which is not in keeping with the look of the area.

Dr Ellis commented that it might be prudent for WBC to look in the original plans/deeds to
see if there are any covenants made which will not allow or restrict builds of this type. He
assured the residents that Councillors would look at the application before the deadline
for comments.
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Another resident queried a badly maintained path in Gorse Covert near Whittlewood
Close. She stated that she knows that the land is privately owned, but does not know the
details of who owns it.

The Chair responded saying that he understands this can be frustrating, but the Town
Council do not have access to land ownership records.

Another resident commented on the recurrent flooding issues around the Moss Gate
roundabout.

Dr Atkin responded that he has also meant to report this in previous months, and
suggested that the resident reports this to WBC.

As there were no other comments or queries from residents, the Chair thanked everyone
for attending and closed the meeting.

This meeting concluded at 6:40pm
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