February 2026 Birchwood Town Council Meeting:

(1 to 3) Apologies, Declarations of Interest, Public Participation (including the Police Report).

Clerks Report to the Council

(4)   Progress Report - Copies of the main correspondence sent out/received since the Town Council Meeting in 
December 2025  (5)   New Items for the consideration of the Council not otherwise raised in the Progress Report       
(6)   Members’ Referrals (7)  Planning Matters (8)  Accounts for Payment  (9)   Part I Finance; including main correspondence sent /received since the December 2025 Meeting (progress)  (10) New items received since the December 2025 Meeting (11) Part II Finance, Audit and Personnel, including approval of January Part II 2026 Minutes and approval of the Extraordinary Meeting Minutes.

Clerk’s Report to the Council & Part I Finance Agenda

5	New Items

5.1	Warrington Borough Council (WBC) (details already circulated and/or available in the office)

(a) Sent/received – various emails/online reports/telephone calls following queries/contact from residents regarding a variety of local issues on WBC land.

(b) Received – a slideshow presentation from the Boundary Commission briefing regarding the ongoing consultation on the borough ward boundaries.

(c) Received – Emergency 21-day Traffic Notice for Birchwood Way effective from Tuesday 10th February 2026, as and when the signs are in place.

5.2	Your Housing Group (YHG)

Sent/received – emails/reports following queries/contact from residents regarding various issues including landscaping and flytipping.

5.3	Miscellaneous Correspondence (majority not in papers – already circulated or available in the office)
	
Received/sent – various emails regarding ‘day-to-day’ queries from residents.

5.4	Cheshire Police 

(a)	Various Neighbourhood Alerts received (already circulated). 

(b)	Received – a link to a survey giving residents the opportunity to comment on the Police budget.

(a) Received - information inviting community members to apply for the Independent Custody Visitors volunteer role.

5.5	Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC), National Association of Local Councils (NALC), Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)  (already circulated – copies available in the office)

(a) Received – NALC publications including the Chief Executive’s Bulletins, events information, etc.
  
(b) Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins with various attachments, details of training sessions, etc.
 
(c) Received – SLCC – various updates, briefings, news items, etc.

(d) Received – ChALC - a link to a survey for local councils on future plans and the impacts of devolution.

(e) Received – SLCC – an email prompting membership renewal. 

5.6	Publications Received - Various LGC and WVA e-mail correspondence/briefings received.  Emails circulated.

5.7	Urgent /Time Sensitive Matters for Noting or Action

To receive any urgent and/or time sensitive matters received since the publication of the Clerk’s Report.

6	Members’ Referrals: Whole Council – trolleys and a proposal to create a ‘working party’ of local organisations to try to address this ongoing issue.

7      	Current Planning Applications for Comment and Observation and Other Related Planning Issues 
 
7.1	(a)	Warrington Borough Council - Development Management Committee (DMC)

(i) A meeting of the DMC took place on 12th February 2026.  There was one item of interest specific to Birchwood.  Application No. 2025/01250/FULM  Washington House Birchwood Park Avenue, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 6GR.

BTC objected to the proposed development and Councillor Atkin attended the meeting of the DMC on behalf of BTC.

(ii) The next meeting of the DMC is scheduled to take place on 19th March 2026.  No documents were available for this meeting at the time of publishing the Clerk’s Report.
 

(b)	Information re: any enforcement cases specific to Birchwood have been circulated to Members: 

7.2	Planning Decisions 
		
(a) Application No. 2025/01501/FULH  22 Deanwater Close, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 6ER.  Retention of fencing in new position.  Refused.

(b) Application No. 2025/01635/HPA  22 Hamsterley Close, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 6UF.  Proposed single storey rear extension to extend beyond the rear wall by 5.20m, height of 4.00m and height of the eaves by 2.60m.  Prior Approval is not required.

(c) Application No. 2025/01652/FULH  126 Armstrong Close, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 6DJ.  Proposed single storey side extension.  Granted.

(d) Application No. 2025/01666/TPO  Cedarwood Kelvin Close, Birchwood, Warrington.  Remedial works to x10 trees and fell of x9 trees, remedial works to x3 groups of trees.  Granted.

(e) Application No. 2025/01536/FUL  Birchwood Retail Properties, Birchwood Shopping Centre Dewhurst Road, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7PG.  Proposed External alterations.  Granted.

7.3	Planning Applications (Already circulated – not copied in papers) - all plans can be viewed via: 
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Searchplanning_applications/
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore, there is no statutory opportunity to allow 21 days for comments, e.g.:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These are received for information only.

	
(a) Application No. 2025/01652/FULH  126 Armstrong Close, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 6DJ.  Proposed single storey side extension.

(b) Application No. 2026/00084/PA3MA  Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS, 81a - 81b, Spencer House Dewhurst Road, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7PG.  Proposed change of use of existing offices to 4 no. apartments.

(c) Application No. 2025/01728/FULH  44 Fern Close, Birchwood, Warrington WA3 7NU.  New entrance door with sloped access path to side elevation.

(d) Application No. 2026/00062/FUL  81a Spencer House, Warrington, WA3 7PG.  3 new external doors.

(e) Application No. 2025/01827/FULH  11 Sandicoft Close, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7LY.  Demolition of existing rear conservatory.  Proposed two storey rear extension.

(f) Application No. 2026/00066/FULH  1 Roberts Fold, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 6AJ.  Proposed rear, side and front single storey extension, and proposed rear 2 storey extension.

(g) Application No. 2026/00080/CLDP  21 Hawkshaw Close, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7NF.  Garage Conversion and Internal Layout Changes.

(h) Application No. 2025/01540/FUL  Tenement Farm Mill House Lane, Warrington, WA3 7ET.  Proposed conversion of existing agricultural building to form new Dog Boarding Kennels including external run area and secure corridor extension and parking.

PART I FINANCE

8	Payment of Accounts - Members are asked to consider and approve the payment of accounts.

9	Progress - Finance, Audit & Personnel Items 

9.1	Training
[bookmark: _Hlk210644236]
To ask if all Members completed the ‘Prevention of Sexual Harassment at Work’ mandatory training, and if not done already, to sign the sheet confirming that they have undertaken the training.  

9.2	Assertion 10

Work is continuing regarding the upcoming new Assertion 10, to ensure that we will be compliant. We will not need to renew the contract for the large recycling bin; which ended on 31st January 2026.  Can Members confirm if they would like to renew the contract for the small recycling bin, which will renew on 31st March 2026 at a cost of £11.15 per fortnightly collection.

9.3	Tree Survey

To note that a quotation of £1,325.00 plus VAT for urgent tree works was approved at the Part II meeting held on 27th January 2026.  Officers have arranged for Treetops to undertake the works on Monday 2nd March 2026. Birchwood Youth and Community Centre have been notified that there may be some disruption in the vicinity of the site on that day.  Treetops have advised that the works may extend into the following day if required.
Treetops have provided copies of their method statement, risk assessments and insurance.

9.4	2026/2027 Precept

To note that the RFO wrote to WBC on 8th January 2026, prior to WBC’s deadline of 23rd January, detailing BTC’s Precept requirement of £394,284 for 2026/2027 (as resolved).  The RFO also sent a breakdown of projected expenditure which, as a Council with a Precept of over £140,000, the Town Council is required to do.
WBC have confirmed receipt of this.

9.5	Grant Aid Application

Regarding the grant awarded to Warrington Open Doors at Christmas (WODAC) in the amount of £400.00 to provide various forms of support to people who are struggling over the Christmas period.  Receipts have been provided, as requested by WODAC.

9.6	General Items for noting/reporting

(a)	Litter Bins – at the time of publishing the Clerk’s Report we are still awaiting a response from WBC’s ‘Technical Support’ re: the proposed installation of new litter bins in the 2025/2026 financial year.  

(b)	To note that we have now received a payment in relation to an insurance claim regarding accidental damage to a pc.  We accepted an amount of £437.00 (£687.00 minus £250.00 excess).

(d)	To note that the draft lease agreement between BTC and BYCC is still in the process of being ‘tweaked’.  To ask Members if they would consider sharing the cost of appointing a solicitor (if one can be found) to review the draft document, prior to bringing it to the Council for formal approval, bearing in mind that BTC and BYCC are both working to protect the interests of the community over the longer-term future of BYCC. 

(e)	To note that, as previously approved for purchase by the Council, the Fourteenth Edition of ‘Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration’, has been received.  It is already being used by the Deputy Clerk/Deputy RFO in relation to the ILCA course she is undertaking. 


10	New Finance, Audit & Personnel Items

10.1	Bank Account Reconciliation 

(a) To receive the Town Council’s Income and Expenditure Statements and Bank Reconciliation Schedules for the accounting period 1st April 2025 – 31st December 2025.  

(b) To note that the payroll figure for November 2025 was £15,710.25 (9 staff).  The figure for December 2025  was £15,193.88 (9 staff).  Variations are accounted for by SSP and additional hours payments (at ‘time’).

After consideration and approval by Members, the schedules will be signed by the Clerk or Deputy Clerk / Deputy RFO, and the Chair. 

10.2	Grant Applications

(a)	To receive from Birchwood Community Brass Band a report regarding how the £864.00 grant awarded to them in January 2025 was spent.

(c) To receive, from Birchwood Community Brass Band, a new grant application in the amount of £399.00 which they are requesting to help fund the purchase of a lightweight Eb Tuba.

10.3	Public Works Loan Board (PWLB)

	The next PWLB payment is due on 10th March 2026 (£8,760.00).  There are three additional payments to be made over the next two years.  The final payment is due in September 2027.

10.4	iHasco Renewal

	To consider the renewal of the iHasco training program for 12 months.  The iHasco program is used by all members of staff to continue up to date training for both Health and Safety and employment law training. 
At the time of publishing the Clerk’s Report, there is no pricing information available.

10.5	General Items for Noting/Reporting

(a) To note that the SLCC renewal fee for the Clerk’s membership for 2026/2027 (£379.00) has been paid.

(b) We have been notified of a decrease in interest rates on both the Nationwide and Co-operative bank accounts.

(c) To note that the defibrillator battery and adult defibrillator pads are due to expire on 8th June 2026.  The RFO had attempted to source replacement items from various suppliers; however, an email has since been received confirming that these products are being discontinued.  Officers will continue to seek available stock, but it may become necessary to consider the purchase of a replacement defibrillator should suitable consumables no longer be obtainable.

10.6	Urgent /Time Sensitive Finance/Audit/Personnel Matters for Noting/Action

To receive any urgent/time sensitive matters received since the publication of the Clerk’s Report.
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