MINUTES OF THE BIRCHWOOD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
HELD AT PARKERS FARM, DELENTY DRIVE
ON TUESDAY 24" MAY 2022, 6.00 PM

The purpose of the Annual Town Meeting is to comply with the Local Government Act 1972.

030/22-23

031/22-23

032/22-23

Present: Chair — Councillor Ellis
Clerk — Fiona McDonald
RFO/Deputy Clerk — Clare Caddock
Administrative Assistant — Heather Vout

10 residents

Apologies:  Mr. R. Bowden (attending WBC Cabinet Meeting),

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 2021

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held remotely on the 27™ April 2021 had previously been
presented at the June 2021 Town Council meeting and signed as a correct record.

The Chair’s Report for 2020/2021 had been published on the Town Council’s website.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

The Chair, Councillor Ellis, opened the meeting at 6.00 pm and welcomed those present.

Councillor Ellis presented the Chair’s report to all those present. The residents read the
report to themselves. Councillor Ellis thanked everyone for their hard work over the last year.

CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT 2021/2022 — COUNCILLOR BOWDEN

I hope that this report finds everyone in good health and good spirits following what has been
a tumultuous couple of years. This time last year we were all hoping that Covid would be a
distant memory and we could start to return to normal; little did we know! We have had to
dig deep and whilst there are still many challenges ahead, we are resilient as a community,
and I have no doubt that we will come through it stronger.

The Town Council has continued to adopt new ways of working whilst providing all the
usual services, regularly adapting to take account of the ever-changing Covid regulations.
The team has continued to provide the full range of services as well as picking up some
additional work from other organisations in order to backfill any gaps due to staffing issues.
This was done to reduce any negative impact for our residents.

We are often asked what the team does and why Birchwood residents pay the highest precept
in Warrington.

I think it is worth saying that all Parish Councils and areas of Warrington are not the same
and they do not all provide the same services. Some are more rural and some more urban,
with all presenting different priorities and challenges. Birchwood presents special challenges
because of the extent of planted shrubbery which has to be maintained.
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Birchwood Town Council has a team of nine staff, some of whom are trained and equipped to
carry out many of the day-to-day maintenance tasks in the area. We run a fleet of vehicles
and we are purchasing Parkers Farm, one of very few listed buildings in Birchwood. The
team empty many of the local litter bins, litterpick the streets on a rota, scrape back the edges
of footpaths, undertake some hedgecutting, pruning and mowing, clean road signs, undertake
winter gritting, clear glass, visually check and clean play areas each day as well as many
other tasks that may crop up.

As a service, this goes well beyond what most other parishes do and is what helps to keep
Birchwood clean and tidy. As an example, many parishes have to depend on volunteers to do
litterpicking. Based on the amount of work undertaken and the scope of that work, our
service offers excellent value for money. It is perhaps worth noting that during the early part
of lockdown our ability to carry out the usual maintenance work was not possible, and the
impact could be quickly seen.

Day to day, we work alongside many local organisations to address the concerns and wishes
of the local community and support local events such as the annual Carnival.

Following the Town Council’s declaration of a Climate Emergency in 2019, we have been
making further inroads to going greener. During 2021, three of the Council’s fleet were
becoming unviable and very costly to keep on the road so the Council made the decision to
look at replacing them with their electric equivalent. Last year, my predecessor reported that
the Council had decided to wait until there were more options available and the cost of
electric vans had come down. The opportunity to purchase at a reasonable price arose and we
managed to place deposits on two vehicles just before the price increased due to material
shortages.

I am pleased to report that, in December 2021, we took delivery of two new, fully electric
Maxus EDeliver3 vans. Although this was a considered purchase, in the longer term the
reduced running costs should eventually offset the purchase price whilst providing a greener
mode of transport.

We have also identified a number of grassed verges that could be left to grow wild in order to
encourage biodiversity. There are six of these areas in total; one near the fire station
underpass with the remainder along Ordnance Avenue and on Moss Gate. These areas will
be complemented by some areas sown with wildflowers for your enjoyment.

The Council has continued to work with Warrington Borough Council and Your Housing
Group, with a welcome return to regular meetings and walkabouts.

The Council, on behalf of residents, continues to press for improvements to the aesthetic of
the area and investment.

We are currently working on a project to refurbish the Locking Stumps Play area with

Warrington Borough Council, which was originally identified as a priority area and approved

two years ago by the previous Council. Progress on this has been unavoidably delayed due to
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the availability of sub-contractors and the spiralling cost of materials. As a result, the final
schematic is yet to be determined but the current aim is to refurbish the equipment already
there as well as installing a couple of new pieces of play equipment for children to enjoy.

Birchwood Carnival will be making a welcome return on Sunday, 12 June; I think we are all
in need of it! The event has been sponsored by the Town Council as well as a few other local
organisations and there will be a varied programme of entertainment and activities on offer.

The Town Council has represented the community’s views on several controversial planning
applications throughout the last 12 months and, although the outcomes have not always been
what was hoped for, we will always endeavour to support the views of residents.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors and the entire Town
Council team for their unwavering support during the past 12 months and wish my successor
well for their tenure as Chair.

Cllr Russ Bowden
Chair, Birchwood Town Council 2021-22

COMMUNITY ISSUES

The Chair invited questions or comments from residents, regarding issues that they would
like the Town Council to consider/represent the community on over the next municipal year.

(a) Oakwood Centre —-Maintenance of land

Mrs Sheridan raised concerns regarding the state of disrepair of the carpark at Oakwood
centre. She said that some of the bollards on the carpark have fallen and are dangerous. The
road surfaces are uneven and in need of repair. There is graffiti on the walls of the shops.
There is a bin storage area at the rear of the shops which is poorly lit and has become an area
for anti-social behaviour.

Other residents raised their concerns about safety around the shopping area, including fire
safety with flytipped items sometimes being left at the rear of the shops, and poor lighting,
particularly to the side and rear of the shops.

Mrs Sheridan commented that some of the road surfacing in the area is also poorly
maintained, along with the road markings, such as the zig-zag lines outside the school.

(b) Working with the Local PCSO

Mrs Brereton ask whether the new PCSO would be making himself more visible to the
public. The previous PCSO seemed to be more involved within the community and the
residents had become accustomed to this.

The Chair stated that the current PCSO is well respected within the policing team. The PCSO
may need to work on improving communication with the community, however, he has only
been in post for a short period of time. The Chair suggested an invitation for the PCSO to
attend the monthly Council meetings be sent out but his attendance, or that of other Police
Officers, would depend on whether the meeting falls within their working shift.
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(©) Parking Issues around Birchwood High School and Birchwood Leisure Centre
This issue is being discussed in the Council meeting.

(d Working with WBC

Mr Atkin asked if there could be more done to improve the relationship with WBC as there
seems, over the last year, to be a lack of engagement or communication from WBC in

relation to working in partnership with BTC.

The Chair stated that this was of concern and will be something that the Council will continue
to work on this year.

(e) Hamnett Court
Mr Scott commented about a lighting situation on a footpath just outside the fencing on
Hamnett Court. He stated that three lights are not working. This is causing an issue at night

for local residents.

Mr Scott added that he thinks these lights are on private land, but wondered if they could be
adopted by WBC.

As there were no other comments or queries from residents, the Chair thanked everyone for
attending and closed the meeting.

The meeting concluded at 6.25 pm.
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