Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:
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our responsibliity for ensuring that there is a sound systam of internal control, including arrangemants for
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the preparation of the Accounting Staterents. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

1. We have put in place errangemanis for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accolinting statements,

propared its accounting statements iy accordance
with ihe Aceounis and Avdit Regulatlons,

2, We maintained an adequate system of intsrnal condrel
including measures designed to prevert and dalect fraud
ahd sorruption and reviewed Rs effectivensss,

| made proper ertangenmnls amd accepled responsibity
far safeguarding the public money and resourcss in
ity charge.

3, We ook ail reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there ara 1o maftars of actaal or potontial
nor-compliance with taws, reguiations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial sHfsct
oy the ahility of this authordly fo conduct ity
business o manage Hs finances,

; has only done whel it has the fegal power fo do and bas
Sy complied with Proper Praviices in iy o,

4. Wa provided propst opporiunity during the year for
the exercise of alectors’ rights in accordance with the
requiraments of the Accounls and Audil Regutations.

| disting the year gave st persons lnterestod the opportunity fo
Inspect and ask quastivns abaout s eudfionty’s gooounts.

&, Wa carded out an assessmeni of the risks Jasing this
authority and teuk appropriats steps 10 manage those
risks, induding the introdustion of internal conlrols andior
external insurance cover where reguired.

rongiderad gnd donunantod the finaneial and other rigks i
1 faces and dealt with them propetly.

6. We malntained throughout the yoar an adaquade and
witactive system af Intermal audit of the accounting
racords ang conirol systems,

1 arranged for 4 compelent persen, indepandent of the financial
1 gontrofs and procedures, fo give an objective view oh whethsr
internal contriols mest the naeds of this smalior authority.

7. We took appropriate action o all mattars raised
in reports from internal and axternal audil

1 respondod to mallers brought to s atfention by intainal ant
axiornat audif.

. We considered whether any litigation, liabilifies or
commitments, avents or traiisaclions, ocourting either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impaat on
fhis authorily and, wharg appropriate, have included them
in the accounting stataments.

8, (For locat councils onty) Trust funds including
charitabie, in our capacity as the sole managing
trustes we dischargad our aceountabliity
responsibifities for the fund(s)asssls, induding
financial reporiing and, if required, independant
examination or audit,

disciosed everylhing il should frave aboul its business activity
| ey the vear including events faking plrce after the yaar
1 end if relevant,

has mat aff of ifs responsibililies whera, as 8 body
arporate, il s 8 sola managing frugiee of a focal
P rust oF frusts,

*Plaase provide explanations to the external audlitor on a separate sheel for sach 'No’ response and dascribe how the
-authority will address the wesknesses identified. These sheets must be publishred with the Annual Goavernance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approvead at &
meeting of the authority on:

88/ 06 /2022
and recorded as minute reference:

oge/1z-25(0)(11)
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Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meating whera
approval was given:

Chalrman -

Glark \;._' e
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Section 2 - Accoummg Statements 2021/22 for
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1 a|aces bmught o
forward
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Total baiances and reserves gt the beginming of the year
aa recorded in the financial records. Valug must agree to
1 Box 7 of pravious year,

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
lLevies

e

Total amount of pracept (or lor IDBs rales and lovies)
received or rapefvabie in he year. Exclutle any grants
T recaived,

3. {+) Total other recelpls

_ 3’63

i Total incoime oF receipls as recorted in the cashibonk less
the precept or ralosfovies received (ing 2). Include any
1 grants recedvid,

4. {-) Siaff costy
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Totut axpendifure or payments made 10 and on behall
of alf eypoyons. tncludo gross salarles and wages,
ainployers N conlribulions, smiployers pengion
cotdributions, gratuitios and severance ;}avnmz;tb

B

8. (-) Loan interestoapital
repayments
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| Totat expenditure or payments of capital and interest
“H made during the year on the authotlly’s borrawings (if any).

6. (-} Al other payments

Y| Total exponditure or payments 2s recorded in the vash-

i hool fess staff costs (line 4) snd foan inferesticapital
rapayments (line b).

7. {=) Balances carried
forward

1 Todal halances and resorves s the end of the yoar, Must
gqual (1H243) - [(4+5+6).

#. Total valua of cash and
short term Investments

A Tho sum of all current and deposit hank accounts, cash
& holdings and shoit ferm investrents held as at 31 March -
| To agrae with bank reconaiiiation,

8, Total fixed asssts plus

ey

The value of ail the properly the authorily owns — it is made

{ong term Investments up of alt #g fixed assels and fong lern investments as al
and assels : 31 Maich,
10. Tolal borrowings : 8 8.000 L The nutstanding capltal balance as st 31 March of alf loans

fram fhird parties (including PWLE),

1. (Fbr Local Counciis Only}
Disclosura note ra Trust funds
{including charitable}

The Council, as a body sorporate, acls as sole frustee for
and is responsible for managing Trust funds of assats,

MR The figures in the accounting statemernts above to
not insiude any Trust ransactfons,

| cortify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on eithier & recaipts and payments
or incomie and expenditures basls following the guldance in
Govarnance snd Acsountability for Smaller Authorities — &
Practiiohers’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fally
the financial position of this authority,

Signed by Responsible Financlal Officer hefore being
presented to the authority for approval

Date 19/05/2022

[ conflrm that thase Accounling Slatemnis were
approved hy this authority on this date:

Aw/oe/zonz

as recorded iy minuts raference:

08k [22 -25(c)

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accaunting
Staternents were appmvr-d
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of i A Birchwood Town Coundil -~ CH0028

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
hitps://www.nao.org.ul/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

On the basis of our review of Sectlons 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sectlons 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our atlention giving cause for concern that
refevant legislation and regulatory requiremeants have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our cpinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review, The smaller authority identified an error and submitted an amended
AGAR.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2022,

External Auditor Name

Extarnal Auditor Signature
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