Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

BIRCHWQOD TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibllity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

1. We have pul in place arangements for efisclive financlal
managsment dutng the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statermants.

! s sccounting statements In acoordanne
1 with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We malnained an adequats system of internal controt
Including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effactivenass,

| mado proper arangements and acceplted easpansibility

for saleguending the public maney and resources in
: Hs charge.

3. Wa took alf reasonable sleps to assuie oursslves
that thare arg no matlers of actual or polential
notr-compliance with lews, regulations snd Propsr
Praciices that could have a significant financiat affect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business of manage iis Bnances.

has anly done whal it has the fegal power fo do aned has
complied with Proper Practices in dolng su.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exarcise of elactors’ righis in accordance with the
requiraments of the Accaunis and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave alf persons intorestod the npport;ﬁi{y fo
inspect and ask questions about this suthorily's socounts,

5. We carred out an assessment of the risks faclny Ihis
authonty and ook appropriale slaps 1o manage those
tisks, including the infrodustion of internal controls andlor
axternal insurancs cover where raquired,

cansidersd and documented the finsncial and other nisks #
faces and dealt with them propey.

&. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
stfective system of intemal sudit of he sceouniing
recards and control systems.

arranged lor a competent person, indapendent of the financial
sonteols and procedures, (o give an objective view on whether
intarnal controls meet the needs of this simalfer authorily

7. We took appropriale action on alf matters ralsed
In repors from internel and exiermat audit.

responded to matiers brought to s atiention by internal and
| extemnal audil.

8. We considerad whether any itigation, labiliies or
commitmertis, avents or bansactions, coadrring elther
during or after the year-end, have a finsncial impact on
this authority and, whers appropriate, have included tham
in the accounting statemants.

9. (For local counclls only} Trust funds including
cheritable. i our capacity as the sofe managing
tnsstee we discharged our accountability
rssponaibliities for the fund(s)fassets, Including
financial reporting and, If required, independent
axamination or audil.

disciosed everything it should have sboul #3 business sciivity
during the year including events teking place sfer the yoer
and if refevant.

has met of of iis responsiblities where, as a body
corporats, il is & sole managing lrusies of a local
frust or trusls.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved al a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the mesting where

meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
Lt /ot jrozn
and recorded as minute reference: Chairman
i %
o /a2 — Ay (b) -
www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

1. Balances brought : Total balances and roserves af the beginning of the year

forward 322,107 303,771 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agres lo
Box 7 of previous year,

2. (+} Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and lavies)
Levies 357,726 367,625/ received or receiveble in the year. Exclude any granis

received.

3. {+) Total other rsosipts Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

4,363 3,738| the precept or ralesfevies received (Hne 2). Includs any
grants received,

4, {-) Sta¥f cosls Total axpenditure or payments made o and on bahal

" of aif amployees, Include gross salwies and wages,
233,653 224,379 employers N contributions, smployurs pension
contributions, gratuilies and seversnce payments

5. {-) Loan intorasticapital : Total expendilure or payments of capital and interast
repaymenis 20,750 19,990/ made during the year on the authority's botrowings (i any)

8. (-} Al other payments Total expenditirs or payments as recorded in the cash-

126,022 66,068 book iess staff custs (line 4) and loan interestcapilal
rapayments {fine 5).

7. {=) Balances carried Tolal balances and reserves al the end of the yesr Must
forward 303,771 373,807 equal {1+243) - (4+5+6},

8, Total value of cash and Fhe sum of al current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 286,103 373,448 holdings and short term investments hefd as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of ail the properiy the puthonty owns — it is mads
long term investments 588,763 501,368 up of all its fixed assels and long lerm invastments as al
anud assets 31 Mayedy,

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as st 31 March of ali foans

88,000 72,000 pom thind perties {including PWLE].
For Loeal Councils Onty
11a. Disclosure nota re Trust funds The CouncH, as a body <xmrafaf acts as sole frustes and
{including charitabla} is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels,
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds T 1he figures in the secounting stelemenits above do not
{including charitable} include any Trust ransactions.

I cortify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Staternents in this Annual Governance and Acoountability
Rehan have been prepared on sither a receipts and paymenis
or income and sxpeanditure basis following the guidance in
Govemance and Accountabifity for Smaller Authorities ~a
Praciitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairdy
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Rasponaible Financial Officer before being
presentad to the authority for approval

Date 18/06/2023

{ confirm that these Accounting Statemants were
approved by this authority on this date:

A7 for] 2527

as recorded in minute reference:
W /A% -4 ()

Signed by Chalrman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statemants weare approved
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
ket P , o, ek

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAD}. A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemanoce and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptrofler and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website ~ hitps /Mnww nao.org ukicode-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effactive and that it has a sound
system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matiers that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors,

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23

Except for the mattars reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountabiity Return (AGAR),
lin our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in sccordance with Proper Practices and no other matiers have come to our
atiertion giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been mat.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:

= The figures in Section 2, Boxes 4 and 6 of the prior year comé)arative column do not agree to the prior year final signed AGAR. Section|
2, Boxes 4 and b for the prior year should read £232,953 and £126,722 respectively.

\Other matiers not affecting our opinion which we draw to the atfention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2023.

External Auditor Mame

Extemal Auditor Signature
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